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Director’s Letter
Dear Fellow Activists,

Welcome to TAASCON 2013: Recognize the Revolution!

In 2011, when we first launched TAASCON, we sought to redefine realities. We wanted to critically examine 
our identities as Asian/Asian Americans and discover our positions in the Movement. 

In 2013, we pivot to focus on what the Movement is doing. We're talking Movement with a capital 
M. This Movement is happening every day across the country, on college campuses, in friend 
circles, in coffee shops, on public transit routes, in student-run and non-profit organi-
zations whose acronyms we're fond of hash-tagging, acronyms we have created to 
identity our communities.

But the Revolution, "a sudden, radical, or complete change," is where the 
Movement is heading. While we have mobilized agents to start contributing 
to awareness campaigns, to get involved in education, to start having 
important discussions with each other and with our allies, and to lobby 
for legitimate changes, the Movement is still not enough. We are transi-
tioning into a new period where there will be "a fundamental change in 
the way of thinking about or visualizing something : a change of paradigm" 
(Merriam-Webster). 

As we continue to recruit more members for the Movement, we need to set 
our sights on this Revolution. What does it mean when an elite institution like Duke 
University no longer has a race or ethnicity that comprises more than 50% of the 
student population? What does it mean when the Pew Research Center tell us that Asian/
Asian Americans are the new immigrants and we are "rising?" Do we allow this Pew Report 
to define how we "rise?" Does this "rise" create paradigm shifts we then must grabble with? 
What does it mean when we see more and more people who have black hair, black eyes, and yellow 
skin in positions of leadership and in the media, yet we still feel inadequate, unrepresented, tokenized? 
What does it mean when we gif the words of inspiring activists and the tumblr posts receive hundreds of 
thousands of notes? How do we celebrate how far the Movement has come and engage with this Revolution?

Today, we seek to explore what this Revolution could and will look like. We ask you to join us in revealing how we 
can use all that the Movement has given and taught us to start envisioning and enacting complete change in the 
Asian/Asian American narrative.

Welcome to the Revolution. 

Let's go!

Ting-Ting Zhou

Executive DirectorExecutive Director
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conference board
Ting-Ting Zhou

Caroline Keen

Tianyu Shi

Ian Zhang & Amy Wang

Joyce Wang

Katie Ni

Jina Yun

Julia Ni & Julia Zou

Katherine Zhang

Becca Bau

Michelle Dang

Jeff Hou

Executive Director

Director's Assistant

Designer

Programming Chairs

Finance Chair

Registration and Outreach Chair

Logistics Chair

Entertainment Chairs

Publicity Chair

Webmaster/Social Media Chair

Hospitality Chair

Volunteer Coordinator

Director’s Letter

On behalf of the board, welcome to TAASCON 2013!
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AVV

CONFERENCE SCHEDULE

SATURDAY APRIL 20, 2013

  9:00 am - 10:00 am

10:00 am - 11:00 am

11:15 am - 12:15 pm

12:30 pm -   1:30 pm

  1:45 pm -   2:45 pm

  3:00 pm -   3:45 pm

  4:00 pm -   5:00 pm

  5:15 pm -   6:15 pm

  6:30 pm -   7:30 pm

  7:45 pm -   9:00 pm

  9:15 pm -   9:30 pm

  9:45 pm -   1:00 am

Last-Minute Registration and Check-In

Opening Remarks and Keynote Speech: Phil Yu

Workshop Session I

Lunch

Workshop Session II

Keynote Speech: Dante Basco

Networking Session

Workshop Session III

Gala Dinner

Keynote Speech: Kelly Tsai

Closing Cermony and Remarks

Lounge/Mixer

Hall of Science

Love Auditorium

Hall of Science

Love Auditorium

Love Auditorium

Hall of Science

Love Auditorium

Love Auditorium

Keohane 4E Atrium
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AVV

CONFERENCE SCHEDULE

Big Eyes, Big Vision, Big Screen: Asian 
Presence within the Film Industry
King Lu
Bio Sci 063

Ain't Nobody Got Time fo' Dat: A Work-
shop on Giving a F*ck
Justin Huang and Angela Ju
Bio Sci 113

Wei Qi: The Game of the Ages
Jimmy Guo
Bio Sci 154

North Korea: Human Rights Activism 
Abroad and in the US
Selina Kim and Owen Im
LSRC A155

Asian American By Choice: Overcom-
ing Bamboo Ceilings
Hector Javier, James Wong, and Cyndy 
Yu-Robinson
LSRC A 156

The Colorblind Heart: Interracial 
Relationships
Sheetal Hegde
Bio Sci 155

Workshop Session I

Workshop Session II

Workshop Session III

Revelation/Revolution: Spoken Word 
Poetry, AAPI Movement Making, & You
Kelly Tsai
Bio Sci 063

Asian American By Choice: Overcoming 
Bamboo Ceilings
Hector Javier, James Wong, and Cyndy 
Yu-Robinson
Bio Sci 113

Eating "Asian": Food Politics and Racial 
Awareness
Faith Villanueva
LSRC A155

Olympic Dreams to Linsanity: The Story 
of Asian American Athletes
Kristine Lee
LSRC A156

tweettherevolution: maximizing social 
media impact for campus organizing
Juliet Shen, Angela Ju, Vigor Lam
Bio Sci 154

Angry Asian Blogger: Getting Angry on 
the Internet and Making It Count
Phil Yu
Bio Sci 063

Navigating the Movement as a White 
Woman
Rachel White
Bio Sci 113

Beyond Yellow Fever: Asian American 
Sex & Sexuality
Simon Ho and Faith Villanueva
Bio Sci 154

The Asian American Vote: What Is It 
and Why Is It Important
Remi Sun
LSRC A155

Tackling Institutional Failure: Student 
Activism at the University of Florida
Abner Yang and Scott Huang
LSRC A156

Exploring Identity through Dance
Sruti Pisharody
Bio Sci 155
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Duke Locations
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Keynote speakers

Phil Yu founded AngryAsianMan.com, a hyperconnected hub in the Asian 
American blogosphere that has been drawing tens of thousands of 

people daily since 2001. The Washington Post called AngryAsianMan.
com "a daily must-read for the media-savvy, socially conscious, 

pop-cultured Asian American." Phil's mixture of humor and criti-
cism has made his website perhaps the most influential website 
in Asian America. Phil's commentary has been quoted in stories 

for the Los Angeles Times, NPR, USA Today, MSNBC, Newsday, CBS 
News, and the San Francisco Chronicle. Before being a rockstar 
blogger, Phil worked for the Center for Asian American Media 
in San Francisco and the Los Angeles Asian Pacific Film Festival.

Kelly Tsai is an award-winning spoken word poet, playwright, and filmmaker 
who has been featured at over 500 venues worldwide including the White 
House, Apollo Theater in Harlem, Kennedy Center, Lincoln Center, 
Tyra Banks' Flawsome Ball & three seasons of "Russell Simmons 
Presents HBO Def Poetry." She has also been profiled in Angry-
AsianMan.com's "30 Most Influential Asian Americans Under 
30," Idealist.org in NYC's "Top 40 NYC'ers That Make Positive 
Social Change," and HBO's "East of Main Street: Asians Aloud."

PHIL YU

kelly tsai

Duke Locations

PHOTO CREDIT: BY KATIE PIPER
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 With a career spanning over two and a half decades, DANTE 
BASCO is one of those Hollywood actors who has become a cult clas-
sic and pioneering figure. He was first introduced in Steve Spielberg’s 
fairytale movie Hook, as "Rufio", the leader of the Lost Boys.  Recently 
Dante starred in Newline's Take the Lead, opposite Antonio Banderas.  
His flair for dance helped him lock this role down.  He has also starred 
in a pilot for Touchstone/ABC, The Chang Family Saves the World, writ-
ten and produced by John Ridley and directed by Paris Barclay.  He is 
also the new voice of Disney in their animation series American Dragon: 
Jake Long as well as the villain in Nickelodeon's Avatar: The Last Airbender.

 Born and raised in the city by the Bay, Dante started out break-
dancing with his three brothers at the age of 8, calling them-
selves "The Street Freaks".  Quickly they became one of 
the top groups in San Francisco, opening for acts 
like Ice T and Vanity and performing during half-
time shows for the 49ers and the Oakland A's.

DANTE BASCO Workshops

 Dante and his family moved to Los Angeles in the 
mid 80s where he started to work immediately.  By the age of 
16, Dante was fencing against Dustin Hoffman and flying with 
Robin Williams in Hook.  He worked on the small screen as 
well on The Fresh Prince of Bel-Air, Nash Bridges, Touched 
by an Angel, and Providence (to name a few) as well as re-
curring on hit shows like Hangin' with Mr. Cooper, Moesha, 
MTV's Undressed and lending his voice to Disney's The Proud 
Family.  In the fall of 2000, 20th Century Fox executives were 
so amazed by the uniqueness of Dante's look and abili-
ty that they gave him a development deal for his own series.

 Dante has also starred in his share of feature films:  
Biker Boyz (with Laurence Fishburne, Kid Rock and Derek 
Luke), Naked Brown Men (which he co-produced and stars 

in with his brothers), Extreme Days, But I'm a Cheerlead-
er (with Natasha Lyonne, Cathy Moriarty and Clea Duvall), The 
Debut, Fakin' Da Funk (with Pam Greer and Tatiana Ali), Rave 
and Showtime's critically acclaimed Riot- to name a few.

 A young man of many talents, Dante is the found-
er the largest weekly poetry venue in the country, "Da Poet-
ry Lounge" in Los Angeles and he has also shared his spo-
ken word poetry on Russell Simmon's HBO Def Poetry Jam.

It's no wonder Dante Basco always works.  His originali-
ty and talent sum him up for one destiny....... Moviestar.

      
    d a n t e b a s c o . c o m
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Workshops

SESSION I

Big Eyes, Big Vision, Big Screen: Asian Presence within the Film Industry
King Lu @ Bio Sci 063

This workshop will tackle the stereotypical and 
one-dimensional portrayals of Asians in cinema, 
explore the reputation and influence of various 
Asian filmmakers and actors, and present some 
necessary steps to creating a more empowered 
Asian presence within the film industry today. Far 
too many films both in the past and even now show 
Asian characters who speak poor English, act crazy 
and eccentric, and appear 
unrealistically nerdy. Too 
often, famous Asian 
actors are given 
"token Asian roles" 
in American films 
and are cast largely 
in part because 
of their race and 
how that will benefit 
the film financially. 
While the few Asian 
filmmakers who have 
g a i n e d 

popularity within the States are incredibly 
talented and rightfully omnipresent as the go-to 
"Asian filmmakers" in the minds of the people, 
their identities often becomes limiting and niche 
to similar aspiring artists. The workshop will 
end with a couple of steps to help combat and 
solve this problem of Asian representation and 
presence within the American film industry.

King Lu is a sophomore at Duke University 
and incredibly passionate about exploring 
social issues. Asian representation and 
presence within the film industry is 
incredibly important to him. King first 
became more aware of his identity as an 
Asian male in America after attending 
the Common Ground retreat in the Fall of 

2011 as a first-semester freshman. Since 
then, he has served as a marketing director 

and as a co-president with the Center for Race 
Relations. Afterwards, King returned 

to Common Ground as a 
facilitator and continues 

to question, challenge, 
and act on all things 



Wei Qi: The Game of the Ages
Jimmy Guo @ Bio Sci 154

Jimmy Guo is currently a junior at Duke University 
majoring in computer science and minoring in 
finance and biology. Born in Oregon and having 
moved to Fuzhou, China to live for two years with 

his grandparents, he returned to the Bay Area, 
California at the age of four and has lived there 

ever since. While struggling with his cultural iden-
tity, he began to develop a strong passion 

for the ancient Chinese board game 
of Wei Qi. Ultimately, his experi-

ences with the game helped him 
navigate the difficult area be-
tween two cultures and devel-
op a strong sense of identity.

The game of Wei Qi, known as Go in Japanese and Baduk in Korean, 
is timeless. With anecdotes dating the game's origins in Chi-
na back to around 548 B.C., there are claims that the game 
was invented as early as 2306 B.C.. The rules of the game, 
which remain largely in their original form, are simple: 
Two players, one playing as black and the other as white, 
take turns placing stones on a wooden board. The player 
who fences off the most territory at the game's conclusion 
wins. However, Wei Qi's significance far outreaches the con-
fines of the wooden board. It is a way of life, both literally 
for Wei Qi professionals and figuratively in the prov-
erbs that reference it. It has been and continues 
to be a vehicle for nationalism, a defining 
cultural symbol in many Asian countries, 
and a way of life, both literally and met-
aphorically--and despite being relative-
ly unknown in the West, it has helped 
shape my identity as an Asian American.
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The Colorblind Heart: Interracial Relationships
Sheetal Hegde @ Bio Sci 155

Sheetal Hegde is a sophomore at Duke 
University studying Neuroscience. She 
is a sister of Kappa Phi Lambda So-
rority and also serves as a tutor for 
children in Durham. Sheetal is cur-
rently serving as the Director of Pub-
licity and Public Relations on Duke’s 
Inter-Greek Council Executive Board.

A panel of Asian Americans in or affected by in-
terracial relationships and their outcomes will 

give an account of their experiences. The 
panel discussion will be preceded by a 
presentation about the history of interra-
cial relationships in the United States, the 
symbolism of race and love, and the cul-
tural implications of their intertwinement.



Ain't Nobody Got Time fo' Dat: A Workshop on Giving a F*ck
Justin Huang and Angela Ju @ Bio Sci 113

So you say you care about Asian American issues...but do 
you really? What are the incentives to care about Asian 
American issues? We will examine the relationship be-
tween how certain incentives--like course credit, person-
al finances, etc.--influence how much we care about the 
Asian American movement and its effects on our daily lives.

"Justin is a senior Quantitative Biology and Math major at UNC Chapel 
Hill. Justin served as the president of UNC Asian Students Association 
in 2010 and is currently teaching a course titled "Asian Americans: 
The Meta-Narrative of the Model Minority." In addition to serving as 
the Director of Development at REACH, Justin is also currently serving 
as the co-chair of UNC Student Government Executive Branch's 

Diversity and Multicultural Affairs Committee. 
Justin is also a Community Manager at UNC and 
a brother of Delta Sigma Phi Fraternity. Follow 
his actions @huangger on Twitter. 

Angela Ju is a senior at UNC-Chapel Hill studying 
PR & English. She has served as president of 
UNCs Asian Students Association and, prior to 
that, coordinated the spring 2011 Journey Into 
Asia cultural show.  She is also a sister of alpha 
Kappa Delta Phi and helped plan the inaugural 
youREACH Conference in fall 2011. Angela is 
also a founding member of ALIST Magazine, 
a quarterly publication sponsored by NAAAP 

North Korea: Human Rights Activism Abroad and in the US
Selina Kim and Owen Im @ LSRC A155

Our workshop is educational in current issues surrounding East 
Asia, as well as refugee and rights activism. It provides an opportu-
nity to discuss a prominent topic, especially among Asian Americans 
involved in reducing human rights injustice in Asia. We will have a 
presentation of 15-20 minutes in length. The presentation will cover 
relevant and globally prominent topics related to North Korea and 
East Asia (North Korea and their constant war making, US military 
presence in Korea and Asia, extremes of representation in media 
and popular culture), as well as Activism and what is being done on 
the part of Asians and Asian Americans. Professor Cheehyung will 
then do a 10 minute comment, then lead the group into discussion.

Duke VNK: Our organizations are dedicated to raising awareness on is-
sues related to N. Korea and N. Korean refugees. We also raise aware-
ness about the human rights and humanitarian crisis in North Korea 
through the use of media and grassroots support. We accomplish this 
by holding documentary screenings, inviting guest lecturers, and en-
gaging in projects where we work with N. Korean refugees currently 
residing in S. Korea. For those who have fled their country because of 
this crisis ’ refugees ’ we aid in sheltering them, advocating for them 
to governments all over the world, helping them resettle in countries 
that will accept them, and ultimately empowering them to live new lives.
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Asian American By Choice: Overcoming Bamboo Ceilings
Hector Javier, James Wong, and Cyndy Yu-Robinson @ LSRC A156

Hector Javier is an Information Technology Project 
Manager at Cisco Systems with many years of expe-
rience managing diverse multinational environments 
for large enterprise customers worldwide. He has 
a Project Management Professional (PMP) certifi-
cation from the Project Management Institute. He is 
also a co-founder of Cheq Labs, a software testing 
company in Raleigh.  He earned dual B.S. degrees 
in Chemistry and Computer Engineering from the 
Jesuit university at Ateneo de Manila, where he had 
a merit scholarship and served as an officer in var-
ious local and national student organizations. He also 
studied at the University of the Philippines College 
of Law, and took classes in international affairs and 
Six Sigma at NC State University, and Japanese at the 
NC Japan Center. Hector has served on the National 
Board of Directors of the United Nations Association 
of the USA (UNA-USA), and was National Chair of the 
Young Professionals program. He was on the US del-
egation to the World Federation of UN Associations 
(WFUNA) conferences overseas. He now sits on the 
WFUNA Young Professionals Advisory Council, and 
on the UNA-USA National Council of Chapters and Re-
gions Steering Committee.  He is also the President 
of the Wake County Chapter of UNA-USA in Raleigh..
Hector is a senior leader of the National Association 
of Asian American Professionals (NAAAP), where he 
is now National Director of Strategic Alliances.  He is 
a former National Chief Strategy Officer, National VP 
of Chapter Operations, and former President of the 
NAAAP North Carolina Chapter. He also served several 
terms on the Board of Directors, and now sits on the 
Chapter’s Senior Advisory Council. Hector is also a 
local officer for Toastmasters International, and is 
the English Editor of the China Star newspaper. He is 
a Goodmon Fellow of Leadership Triangle’s Regional 
Leadership Program. He is also an officer of the NC 
Chapter of the Asian American Journalists Association 

(AAJA). He is a member of the NC Chapter of the Proj-
ect Management Institute, and the Philippine-Ameri-
can Association of North Carolina. Find him at: http://
www.linkedin.com/in/hrjavier Twitter: @hecjavier

James Wong is a nationally recognized speaker, 
instructor, digital marketing and communications 
strategist and passionate social entrepreneur. 
Emerging technologies, and the effects of adoption 
within physical and digital communities, have been 
a strong focus throughout his career. At age 12, 
James managed three online communities, support-
ing over 1,000 NC technology enthusiasts ’ eventually 
leading to the management of online communities 
supporting over 600,000 users worldwide. From 
2007-2012, James served as the Marketing Com-
munications Manager for the iContact Corporation 
(a division of the Vocus Corporation), an industry 
leading email marketing services provider, and pi-
oneered digital strategies which spearheaded iCon-
tact into the social media marketing industry. Today, 
James is the Co-Founder and Managing Partner of 
Empowered Ideas, a nationally recognized market-
ing communications firm for small businesses and 
nonprofits. His passion for diversity in leadership 
and community outreach has led to special rec-
ognition by the Society of New Communications Re-

search (SNCR), North Carolina Army National Guard, 
the National Black MBA Association (NBMBA), and by 
Asian Focus of North Carolina. In addition, James 
currently serves as the President of the RTP Chapter 
of the National Association of Asian American Pro-
fessionals (NAAAP) and as the Marketing Chair for 
the Triangle Association of Black Journalists (TABJ).  
He has also served as the President of the Triangle 
Interactive Marketing Association (TIMA) in 2012.

Cyndy Yu-Robinson is a working mom  who strug-
gles daily to balance a public affairs career, fitness, 
family, and community service.   Born in Washing-
ton, D.C. and raised in Laos, Thailand, and Singa-
pore, Cyndy is a second generation Asian Ameri-
can.  She had a Tiger Dad and an entrepreneurial 
Mom, attended Stanford University and UCSD.  She 
currently serves as Chief Marketing Officer for 
NAAAP National and has been through half a dozen 
leadership programs including Leadership Trian-
gle.  Cyndy lives in Raleigh with her five kids (two 
she gave birth to, one she married, and two furry 
ones - dogs - she adopted).  Her five time national 
karate championship record has already been sur-
passed by her daughter, who is going for ’9 this year.

The National Association of Asian American Professionals is North America's premiere nonprofit membership-based organization for devel-
oping and cultivating Asian American leadership, through career skills development, community service, professional networking, and stra-
tegic partnerships with organizations such as APIA Vote, Toastmasters International, the Project Management Institute, and many others.
We are mostly "Asian by birth, American by circumstance, but Asian American by choice." We don't sit back and accept what birth or cir-
cumstance would limit us to, but we take action to use the best of what we have to give value to our workplaces, families and communities. 
 
We shall form a panel of experienced professionals and nonprofit community leaders who will share firsthand experiences, best practices and les-
sons learned, and practical insights on how our backgrounds as Asian Americans illumine the way we handle our career management challenges and 
strategies, and how our involvement in the community and in after-work service activities enhances our careers and personal lives, and vice versa.
We provide concrete examples from the field, from high-touch local projects to national and international initiatives.’
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SESSION II

Revelation/Revolution: Spoken Word Poetry, AAPI Movement Making, & You
Kelly Tsai @ Location TBA

Visibility. Voice. Vision. Whether you are fighting on 
behalf of the DREAM Act, Pvt. Danny Chen, underrepre-
sented populations within AAPI communities, or see-
ing more AAPI’s in arts and entertainment, your life 
experiences, point of view, and passions are critical 
to the progress of AAPI’s everywhere. Join spoken 
word poet Kelly Zen-Yie Tsai in this interactive writ-
ing and performance workshop where we’ll explore 
spoken word poetry as a vehicle for exploring what 
you care about most and learning to live it OUT LOUD!

Kelly Tsai is an award-winning spoken word poet, play-
wright, and filmmaker who has been featured at over 
500 venues worldwide including the White House, 
Apollo Theater in Harlem, Kennedy Center, Lincoln 
Center, Tyra Banks’ Flawsome Ball ’ three seasons 
of ’Russell Simmons Presents HBO Def Poetry.’ She 
has also been profiled in AngryAsianMan.com's ’30 
Most Influential Asian Americans Under 30,’ Idealist.
org in NYC's ’Top 40 NYC'ers That Make Positive Social 
Change, and HBO's East of Main Street: Asians Aloud.’

Asian American By Choice: Overcoming Bamboo Ceilings
Hector Javier, James Wong, and Cyndy Yu-Robinson @ Bio Sci 113

See Page 11 for more information
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Eating "Asian": Food Politics and Racial Awareness
Faith Villanueva @ LSRC A155

What kind of imagery does ’Asian’ cuisine evoke to 
the average American? Fortune cookies? California 
or Philadelphia rolls? Spam? Eating cats and dogs? 
Food is a form of identity, an extension of our-
selves as we cook it and consume it, and for Asian 
Americans, this part of our identity has long been 
stifled and twisted into stereotypes. Like our food, 
Asian Americans are continually confronted with 
questions of our right to be here, and the authen-
ticity of our Asian-ness and our American-ness. In 
many ways, perceptions of Asians in America have 
mirrored that of Asian food: distorted, demonized, 
and exoticized. This workshop will discuss a histo-
ry of food culture as an integral part of the Asian 
American narrative, as well as how that history 
continues to shape Asian American lives today.

Olympic Dreams to Linsanity: The Story of Asian American Athletes
Kristen Lee @ LSRC A156

Kristen Lee is a senior ma-
joring in sociology at Duke 
University and a member 
of the Asian American Alli-
ance.  Her passion for so-
cial justice, gender equity, 
and civil rights has been 
strengthened by the heart 
of her peers, and she hopes 
to be a lifelong advocate for 
the Asian American com-
munity and women of color.   

A graduate of Duke University’s class of 2012, 
Faith Villanueva is passionate about repre-
sentations of Asian Americans in pop cul-
ture, from television shows to food poli-
tics. As a Tsinoy-American, Faith is 
also interested in the narratives of 
marginalized identities within Asian 
America, and has written about be-
ing Tsinoy-American at Duke in the 
2013 publication of Yellow Pages. 
Faith has been involved with the East 
Coast Asian American Student 
Union (ECAASU) conference 
for the past 2 years as well 
as a volunteer at the first 
TAASCON at Duke in 2011.

In February 2012 Jeremy Lin walked onto the courts of a injury rid-
den New York Knicks and set off a month of unlikely wins and un-
believable plays that set the world on fire.  We think we know the 
tale of Linsanity but do we really? Is it the story of an American 
underdog?  Is it a case study in racist media? Or a testament to 
a growing Asian American and Asian consumer base?  While 
athletes play by different rules, Jeremy Lin has had to contend 
with another set off the court.  This workshop will examine 
Linsanity: media, public reaction, and aftermath.  What can 
he learn from those that came before him and what does 
the road look like for Asian American athletes in his wake? 
’
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"One billion Facebook profiles, 500 million Twitter accounts, 90 
million Instagram photographers, and counting. As these me-
diums evolve from platforms of expression to opportunities for 
meaningful engagement, social media represents an ever-pop-
ular catalyst for social change. How can you use these channels 
of influence for progressive organizing? This workshop delves 
into the nitty-gritty of how to maximize the impact of social media 

tools for your organization- whether that's your campus ASA, 
your Greek organization, or your multicultural student office.
 Come hear from three student leaders from 
across the nation to learn more about how they used 
social media to enact real social change and under-
stand how social media on your own campus fits with-
in the larger framework of a global "twitter revolution."

Angela Ju is a senior at UNC-Chapel Hill 
studying PR & English. She has served as 
president of UNC's Asian Students Asso-
ciation and, prior to that, coordinated the 
spring 2011 Journey Into Asia cultural show.  
She is also a sister of alpha Kappa Delta Phi 
and helped plan the inaugural youREACH 
Conference in fall 2011. Angela is also a 
founding member of ALIST Magazine, a 
quarterly publication sponsored by NAAAP 
dedicated to highlighting Asian American 
success and leadership, and currently 
serves as managing editor for ALIST Digital. 

Vigor Lam graduated from The Ohio State 
University last June. During his under-
graduate years, he was passionately en-
gaged with Student Life on campus and 
within the AAPI community. His involvement 
with the AAPI community has allowed him 
to work for Asian Pacific Islander Amer-
ican Vote (APIAVote), and currently for 
Asian Pacific Islander American Scholar-
ship Fund (APIASF). Vigor is attending the 
University of Southern California this fall.

Juliet Shen is currently a Political Science 
and Sociology student at SUNY Albany in 
New York. She started Fascinasians in 
July, 2011 as a resource on Asian Amer-
ican issues, gender and racial justice, 
and intersectionality. Juliet is an Angry 
Reader of the Week alumni courtesy of 
Phil Yu and has served on the East Coast 
Asian American Student Union's National 
Board as Director of Communications. She 
is part of SUNY Albany's Asian American 
Alliance. Juliet has worked for a public 
relations firm, the New York State Assem-

tweettherevolution: maximizing social media impact for campus organizing
Juliet Shen, Angela Ju, Vigor Lam @ Bio Sci 154
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SESSION III
Angry Asian Blogger: Getting Angry on the Internet and Making It Count

Phil Yu @ Bio Sci 063

?
Q & A With Phil Yu
Phil Yu founded AngryAsianMan.com, a hyperconnected hub in the Asian American blogo-
sphere that has been drawing tens of thousands of people daily since 2001. The Washington 
Post called AngryAsianMan.com "a daily must-read for the media-savvy, socially conscious, 
pop-cultured Asian American." Phil's mixture of humor and criticism has made his website 
perhaps the most influential website in Asian America. Phil's commentary has been quoted 
in stories for the Los Angeles Times, NPR, USA Today, MSNBC, Newsday, CBS News, and the 
San Francisco Chronicle. Before being a rockstar blogger, Phil worked for the Center for 
Asian American Media in San Francisco and the Los Angeles Asian Pacific Film Festival.

Navigating the Movement as a White Woman
Rachel White @ Bio Sci 113

"I benefit from a system that works to my advantage -- probably to an extent that I don't 
even fully understand, because I have never had to operate outside of it.  Not because I 
want to, just the opposite, in fact. But my desire doesn't change my reality: I am white.  

But it wasn't like I always realized this. Until coming to Duke, I was 
mostly oblivious to the concept of race, viewing it as an intellec-
tual description devoid of any personal experience or engage-
ment with it on my behalf. Growing from that into where I am now 

Rachel White is a Christian junior at Duke University study-
ing International Comparative Studies with a focus in 

South Asia. She firmly believes that revolution isn't 
just about the oppressed. Revolution means all 

hands on deck, working for a change -- both 
those in power and those who have been op-

pressed are a part of a broken system.
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Beyond Yellow Fever: Asian American Sex & Sexuality
Simon Ho and Faith Villanueva @ Bio Sci 154

Asian American sexuality is a topic with a special 
weight among college-age Yellow people. In this 
workshop, we provide a discussion about Asian 
American sexuality’s history, its current patterns, 
and the structures that inform its existence. More-
over, we will address media representations, mas-
culinity/femininity, exoticism, courtship/dating/
marriage patterns, and cultural/social expectations.

"Simon Ho is a Duke senior and Vice President of Cultural Affairs 
for Duke’s Asian Students Association. He has presented his re-
search on Asian American sexuality at academic conferences in-
cluding the American Sociological Society and Association of Asian 
American Studies. As a student activist, he was integral in bring-
ing various conferences to Duke, including the first annual TAAS-
CON in 2011 and ECAASU in 2012. His favorite contribution to Duke’s 
Asian American population was the creation of the 2013 issue of 
Yellow Pages, Duke’s premier Asian American student magazine.

A graduate of Duke University's class of 2012, Faith Villanueva is pas-
sionate about representations of Asian Americans in pop culture, from 
television shows to food politics. As a 
Tsinoy-American, Faith is also in-
terested in the narratives of mar-
ginalized identities within Asian 
America, and has written about 
being Tsinoy-American at Duke 
in the 2013 publication of Yellow 
Pages. Faith has been involved with 
the East Coast Asian American 
Student Union (ECAA-
SU) conference for the 
past 2 years as well as 
a volunteer at the first 
TAASCON at Duke in 2011."

The Asian American Vote: What Is It and Why Is It Important
Remi Sun @ LSRC A155 

Remi Sun is a junior at Duke University majoring in Polit-
ical Science and Japanese. Originally from San Jose, Cal-
ifornia, he has actively been involved with Duke's Asian 
Students Association for three years, which has helped 
him broaden his understanding of Asian American issues. 

Asian Americans represent one of the fastest 
growing ethnic minorities in the United States, with 
enormous potential political strength. Yet histor-
ically, they also possess some of the lowest rates 
of political participation. The past two presiden-
tial elections have shown promising increases, 
but Asian Americans remain underrepresented 
at the voting booth and in office. This workshop 
works to tackle the question of why, by looking at 
past voting trends, barriers to participation, and 
the challenges in building a cohesive coalition. It 
draws on studies of Asian American political par-
ticipation to help understand current AA political 
views. And most importantly, it hopes to under-
score the need for Asian Americans to vote to bring 
their issues to the forefront of national discussion.

17



Tackling Institutional Failure: Student Activism at the University of Florida
Abner Yang and Scott Huang @ LSRC A156 

Exploring Identity through Dance
Sruti Pisharody @ Bio Sci 155
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Sruti Pisharody is an Indian Ameri-
can and a classical Bharatanatyam 
dancer who loves to dabble in other 
classical and folk styles of dance. 
Most of Sruti's younger years were 
characterized by the struggles of fit-
ting into small town America,and at the 
age of 6, her mother decided 
she should be a classi-
cal Indian dancer. More 
than 13 years of dance 
have now wrought an 
unrecognizable change 
in Sruti's life: a new, defi-
ant identity has emerged.

I would like to perform a very short piece of classical 
Bharatanatyam dance before I begin. Then I will introduce 
myself and my background and how I grew up. I mostly want 
to explain how through dance I learned to celebrate my cul-
ture, heritage, and religion, rather than feeling ashamed of 
a background that was very different from the conservative, 
all-white culture I was exposed to at school. I no longer cared 
if I looked out of place wearing a salwar kameez in a Wal-Mart 
if my mom took me grocery shopping after dance practice. I 
learned how to be proud of who I was and defiantly show the 
world all I had to offer. I also want to show how I learned to com-
municate effectively through dance, without second-guessing 
myself. At this point in the program I would like to teach a 
small piece of abstract dance and then take suggestions from 
the audience to create a story and show it through dance. 

The purpose of this workshop is to look 
into the steps taken at the University 
of Florida, starting in the fall of 2009, 
to address the lack of Asian history 

courses in the curriculum. The insight 
provided here will hopefully show how 

we succeeded, how we failed, how we man-
aged this long-term project, as it is still an 

ongoing process at the university, and how 
that could be applied to petition process-

es at your own school.  We hope to 
discuss and inspire people to 
attack large-scale projects 
and the wins and losses 
to expect as we search 
for institutional reform 
and continuing legiti-

macy in academic en-
vironments, ones which 
are pertinent 
to us all as 
students.

"Abner is a recent graduate of the University of Florida, receiving 
a B.A. in Classical Studies and Chinese in addition to a minor in Lin-
guistics. He spent three years on the executive board of the Asian 
American Student Union at UF, originally as an ad hoc chair and then 
Campus Affairs Chair, working on academic advocacy projects.

Scott is currently a senior at the University of Florida studying 
Economics and minoring in Chinese and Entrepreneurship. He 

served on the executive board of the Asian Amer-
ican Student Union at UF from 2010-2011 

where he advocated for Asian Amer-
ican Studies on campus, planned 

bi-weekly workshops on various 
diversity issues, and organized a 
leadership conference. Scott also 
served on the executive board for 
Asian Kaleidoscope Month 2012, 
the largest Asian Heritage Month 

in the southeast region."



Asian Students Association

Conference sponsers
We would like to thank our

for making this event possible

Exploring Identity through Dance
Sruti Pisharody @ Bio Sci 155




